
Class Room Pet Lesson Plan Grade 6 

Objective: Students will understand and practice the skills needed to care for, 

train, and mentally stimulate a classroom rat.  

Materials:  

1) Small rat 

2) Large enclosure (cage or tank) 

3) Food specialized for rats, treats, food and water containers 

4) Toys 

5) Cardboard   

All steps are done over the course of a week or two, training is done over time until 

the rat understands commands. 

1) Once all materials are gathered, place the rat into the enclosure with food 

and water. Allow time for the rat to allocate to the new environment and the 

children in the class. 

2) Students will use cardboard to create mazes, jumps, and other obstacles for 

the rat. This will encourage training and mental stimulation.  

3) Once all obstacles are created, students are paired into groups of 4-5 

students. Over two weeks the students will take turns working with the rat 

using treats to teach the rat to go over the obstacles and through the mazes. 

Be careful not to frustrate the rat, watch students carefully during this 

process.  

4) During the final week, each group is graded on how well they can 

communicate commands to the rat, as well as treatment and care of the rat.  

5) During each step, the teacher is to show the students how to properly care 

for rats, the different breeds, and their intelligence level.  

Evaluations: (Rubric) 

General Care  

Obstacles  

Obedience   

 

 



 

Key:  

General care- Rat should be fed and given water daily and well groomed. 

Enclosure should be kept clean and free of debris.  

Obstacles- Mazes and jumps should look neat and well designed. No rips or 

jagged edges. Jumps should not be too high; the rat should be able to go over 

these jumps easily. Mazes should not be too long or extremely complicated.  

Obedience- The rat should be able to complete these obstacles with no 

difficulty. The rat should not be sitting still in the middle of an obstacle.  


